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Festivals and Finks 


HIS YEAR, FoR ONCE, the CIA didn’t 
“Tizisttig tesommons sou 

festival, held in Sofia. The principal 
reason for the Agency's inactivity was 2 
scandal which broke on the European 
left in June of this year, over cta spon- 
sorship of the International Union of 
Socialist Youth (1ws¥). 

‘The tusy, composed of the youth 
groups of the various European Social 
Democratic Parties plus some African, 
‘Asian and other student organizations, 
hhas always been notoriously anticom- 
munist, However, until the publication 
in Norway of private correspondence of 
the organization's general secretary, Jan 
Haekkerup, no one knew that the 1usy 
‘was on the payroll of the cts. 

‘What the letters—pilfered from the 
files of the Norwegian Young Socialist 
League—revealed was that the 1usy had 
been receiving about $50,000 per year of 
cia money since 1957, via the Founda- 
for Youth and Students Affairs 
(evsa) and the International Research 
Service (xs), both 100 per cent cta op- 
‘rations. The money was intended for 
the 1usy’s work in cultivating anticom- 
‘munist student leadersin the Third World 

By the admission of 1sy officers them- 
selves, the social democretic youth 
movement of the 1960's was entirely | 
dependent on the ctr for the fina 
of all its international activities. When | 
the communist youth festivals came 
around, the c14 usually threw in a little 
extra money to put on a special show. 

‘At the 1959 festival in Vienna, for ex- 
ample, the wsy ran an “anti-festival 
where the “other side of the story” was 
presented by American youths carrying 
placards reading “remember Hungary” 
and literature printed at cra expense. 

At the Helsinki Festival in 1962, rvsa 
aand 1Rs both set up shop in hotel rooms; 
the operations were staffed by Frank 
Ferari and a man named Harshman who 
passed out money to the 1sv-afliliated 
social democratic youth. According to 
the Wall Street Journal, ins alone spent a 
total of $40,000 on such things as propa 
ganda literature, jazz concerts and schol- 
arships for Third World delegates. 

However, by the time of this year’s 
Sofia festival, the situation had become 
much more delicate. For the first time in 
a decade, the festival was being held in a 


‘communist country, thus severely limit- 
ing the amount of disruption feasible. 
‘More important, because of the Ra 
PARTS revelations about the relations be- 
‘tween the student movement and the c1A, 
the communists were looking for cts 
‘money behind the socialist youth groups. 

Still, the 1usy, having ridden the CIA 
gravy train for so long, did not want to 
see its customary youth festival bonus 
0 down the drain. Therefore the 1usy 
and the Fysa worked out @ devious little 
arrangement which was abruptly ex- 
posed in a letter written from Jan 
Haekkerup to Ola Teigen, a leader of 
avr, the Norwegian affiliate of wsy. 
Haekkerup carefully explained his nego- 
tiations in New York with Harry Lunn, 
former National Student Association 
(NSA) president (1954-55) and subse- 
‘quently a c1A agent with the Internation- 
al Research Service and Fysa, and with 
‘another ctA moneyman from ins, to pre- 
pare the ground for the festival in Sofi 

“If the Foundation had given me as 
much as I asked for,” Hackkerup ex- 
plains, “and not only a part of it 
the 1usy would not be in financial «iffi- 
culties. However, Haekkerup says, the 
‘operations in Sofia may still be possible 
through special funding from the ci. 
“There is no invitation yet . . . but I did 
use some of my time in the United States 
to discuss the festival, and especially the 
financial arrangements. My negotiations 
‘were partly held with Lunn from Fvsa 
‘and partly with the people from the In- 
ternational Research Service.” 

What Hackkerup did was present to 
the foundation men conditions for 1usy 
acceptance of cia money: “No anti 
festival propaganda,” demanded Haek- 
kerup. “That would be stupid after the 
‘cu affair.” The second condition was 

that the name of tusy must not be | 
‘mentioned in the procurement of money 
‘and the information concerning our 
[financial] support must not be made 
public in the United States.” 

‘And finally, “The money is to be sent 
to sy through transfer accounts which 
appear to be respectable: that is, it has 
to be plausible that the person or the 
‘organization in whose name this account 
js established could actually contribute 
the amount of money needed to support | 
us.” Haekkerup’s plan was to use the 


‘more conservative member organizations 
of wwsy as conduits for ct money: “The 
organizations could explain... that they 
hhad started a fund drive... . This would 
bbe the safest way that 1usy has ever re- 
ceived money..." 

With the discovery of Haekkerup's 
letter, all bets for Sofia were off. The 
Bulgarians informed the tusy that it had 
“excluded itself from participation.” 


(0 FoR once THe World Youth Fest- 
val went off without a hitch? 

‘Well, not quite. With the ct out 
of the running, trouble for the Bul- 
grians came not from the right but 
from the let. On the Saturday before the 
festival opened, a group of Czech stu~ 
ents was turned back at the Bulgarian- 
Yugoslav border by guards who object- 
ed totheir “unkempt appearance.” The 
students went back and put on cleaner 
clothes, but were again stopped, s0 they 
held a sitin right there on the highysay, 
Bulgarian police drove them back into 
‘Yugoslavia 

‘On Monday, a group of German stu- 
dents demonstrated in front of the U, 
Embassy in Sofa, shouting their custom- 
ary slogan, “Ho, Ho, Ho Chi Min 
bringing on more Bulgarian cops. 

And finally, on the last day ofthe fes- 
tival, the Yugoslav delegation called a 
press conference to denounce the ““un- 
Warranted security measures," the “lim- 
ited freedom of speech” and “the effort 
1o impose upon the festival certain con- 
cepts of a narrow ideological and sec- 
tarian unity.” 

‘There is a conference scheduled for 
late August, in Ljubljana, Yogoslavia, 
cosponsored by the German sos. Most of 
the radical student groups of Europe and 
North America have been invited. The 
conference is entitled “Anti-imperialist, 
anti-capitalist strugoles and student re- 
volts: analysis and strategy”—a far cry 
from the slogan of the World Youth 
Festival of last. month: “Solidarity, 
Peace, Friendship.” This time there wil 
bbe no complaints about the way the 
‘Cocch students are dressed. A new Stu- 
{dent International? Perhaps. ... In any 
‘ase, neither the Social Democrats nor 
the ciaare invited. 
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